








The inside storage unit of 

the UNRWA compound is 

burned out after Israeli missiles 

containing white phosphorus 

struck it on Jan. 15, 2009.

Regarding the attacks on the United Nations Relief and Works Agency compound, al-Quds and al-Wafa 

hospitals, the Goldstone Report fi nds Israel acted recklessly, negligently and used disproportionate 

force, repeatedly violating several international laws.

Currently, Gazans are still struggling to obtain decent medical care. Often, their requests to travel 

outside Gaza to seek treatment in Israel are denied. 

Diffi  culties faced today include:

• Shortage of medicines

• Lack of permits to leave Gaza for treatment

• Harassment by IDF soldiers at checkpoints

• Being held for long periods of times at checkpoints – even for people in ambulances

• Hospitals running on worn-out generators

• Incubators for premature babies not working/no replacement parts because of siege

• Siege blocks the arrival of prosthetic devices

Source: “Gaza,” pp. 4-5

Several of the medical facilities report being hit with artillery shells laden with the chemical white 

phosphorus, which seeps into the body through burns on the skin and damages vital organs. The 

substance burns as long as it is in contact with oxygen and the burned areas must be excised from 

patients’ bodies before the smoldering damage to human tissue stops.

International law does not ban outright all uses of white phosphorus, a chemical and incendiary 

weapon. It can be used to illuminate or – because of its dense smoke – to create a screen. But no law 

supports the use of white phosphorus in densely populated areas or for attacking buildings housing 

civilians seeking refuge.

On Jan. 15, 2009, Israeli forces attacked the headquarters for the United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency in Gaza City. Despite the fact the UNRWA facility was housing 700 civilians seeking refuge 

from the onslaught, the Israeli military lobbed artillery shells laden with the poisonous chemical into 

the compound, according to reports. 

“The question then becomes how specialists expertly trained in the complex issue of artillery 

deployment and aware of the presence of an extremely sensitive site can strike that site 10 times while 

apparently trying to avoid it. … The Mission rejects the Israeli armed forces’ assertion to the eff ect that

 it was not anticipated that the shells would land in the compound.” ~ Goldstone Report, pp. 170-171
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Killed: Shahd Saadallah Matar Abu Halima

Date of birth: Aug. 4, 2007

Killed: Hamza Saadallah Matar Abu Halima

Date of birth: Aug. 9, 2001

Killed: Zaid Saadallah Matar Abu Halima

Date of birth: Aug. 17, 1998

Killed: Abdel Raheem Saadallah Abu Halima

Date of birth: Oct. 25, 1995

Date of death (all children): Jan. 4, 2009

Location of incident: Beit Lahiya area, North Gaza 

Affidavits taken by: DCI-Palestine from Yousef, Omar, Nizar, Nabeel and 

Mahmoud Abu Halima on Feb. 19, March 15 and 21, 2009.

On Jan. 4, 2009, white phosphorous shells struck the house of the Abu Halima family in 

Beit Lahiya (northern Gaza) following the start of Israel’s ground invasion. Four siblings, 

Shahd, 1; Hamza, 7; Zaid, 10; and Abdel Raheem, 13; and their father were killed in the 

explosion and fire that ensued.

 Another female relative died from her injuries almost three months later in a hospital 

in Egypt. Several other family members, including their mother, two siblings, Ali, 5; and 

Yousef, 15; and a 3-year-old niece, suffered white phosphorous burns.

Mahmoud, 20; brother of the child victims, ran out of the house at the moment of the 

attack and then ran back into the building to try to rescue his family. 

He explained to DCI-Palestine: I filled a bucket with water and poured it on my burning 

father. The flames grew bigger after I had poured the water on him.

Ahmed then brought a blanket and placed it on my father’s body. The smoke came out 

from under the blanket. Ahmed and I dragged my father. I thought I was dragging only my 

father, but I realized I was dragging Shahd, Abdel Raheem and Hamza in addition to my 

father. They were all attached to each other, he continued. 

Their father had been decapitated and appeared to be clinging to Shahd, Hamza and 

Abdel Raheem, their charred bodies glued together.

CASE STUDY

 p. 23 



TARGETING SHELTERS 

The UNRWA compound wasn’t the only UN facility or shelter Israeli warplanes targeted. Contrary to typical 

Israeli statements suggesting the bombing of a school was a “mistake” and would be investigated, the United 

Nations had given the Israeli military a list of 91 provisional shelters, along with their GPS locations, according 

to “Bearing the Brunt Again,” p. 68.

Al-Fakhoura School was one such provisional shelter. The school was housing people displaced by fighting 

and those whom Israeli soldiers rounded up from their homes and placed there in northern Gaza. The school 

was opened as a shelter on Jan. 5, 2009, according to “Bearing the Brunt Again.” On Jan. 6, 2009, Israeli tanks 

shelled the perimeter of the school, killing 44 people – including 14 children - outside the building. 

As a way of explanation, the IDF said the school was “booby-trapped” and resistance fighters were firing from 

within the school. Subsequent UN investigations and eyewitness accounts both refute this claim, according to 

“Bearing the Brunt Again,” p. 68.

On Jan. 17, 2009, the IDF exploded white phosphorus shells above the Mashrou Boys School in Beit Lahiya, 

north of Jabalia, near Beit Hanoun. The school was housing 1,900 displaced civilians. Guards had checked all 

people entering the shelter to prevent weapons in the shelter. The Israeli military had the GPS location for 

the school and knew it was a shelter, which are protected under international law.

When the shells exploded, felt wedges burning with white phosphorus fell into the school. A shell casing 

crashed through the roof and another hit a corridor. Debris from the shells killed two young brothers, Bilal 

Mohammed Shihda Al-Ashkar, 5, and Mohammed Mohammed Shihda Al-Ashkar, 3. (“Bearing the Brunt  

Again,” p. 72). Thirteen other people were injured in the attack, including the children’s mother and their 

cousin Fatima, 8.

Experts warn that Israel’s attacks on shelters will have a long-lasting impact on children. “The damaged 

shelters affect children in a serious way. I can’t control respiratory infections if the shelters are bad. When 

winter comes, a major problem will appear among young newborns. We call it ‘cold injury.’ There are high 

fatalities from this among newborns. It’s not a virus or bacteria, it’s a shelter problem. Newborn children 

cannot control their body temperatures. There are still people in tents, people have damaged shelters,  

they can’t even buy glass to replace the windows because of the siege – the prices in the shops are ten  

times higher than normal prices.” ~ Dr. Yahia Abed, public health expert based in 

Gaza, as reported in “Bearing the Brunt Again,” p. 100.

Though Israel admitted to using the chemical weapon, military officials said they used it in legal manners –  

that is as a smoke screen and for “marking and signaling purposes.”

Israel also said it stopped using white phosphorus on Jan. 7, 2009, due to 

international concern over its use.

The Goldstone comMission, however, found IDF troops fired an exploding shell 

with the chemical onto the Abu Halima home, north of al-Atrata and also in Khuz’a 

– and did so after Jan. 7. 

“In addition to the reckless use of white phosphorus, the Mission must emphasize that it is concerned not 

only with the inordinate risks the Israeli armed forces took in using it, but also the damage it caused in fact. In 

speaking with medical experts and practitioners, it was impressed by the severity and sometimes untreatable 

nature of the burns caused by the substance. … Several patients died, according to doctors,  

as a result of organ failure resulting from the burns.” ~ Goldstone Report, p. 249.

 



ECONOMIC 
IMPACT
 

Gaza’s economy already was at a standstill because of Israel’s siege when Israeli 

warplanes dropped the first bombs on Dec. 27, 2008. But the utter destruction  

that rained down on Gaza during Israel’s three-week offensive has left the area  

reeling with no immediate possibilities to rebuild.

 p. 25 





The IDF destroyed farmland, factories, commercial centers and 
water treatment and water delivery systems.

At the height of Operation Cast Lead, some 50,000 people were 

without access to running water. As of Sept. 3, 2009, there were  

still 10,000 people without water, according to “Bearing the Brunt 

Again,” p. 11, and 60 percent of Gazans still did not have continuous 

access to water. In addition, attacks on water treatment facilities 

have allowed sewage to leak into farm fields, onto streets and into the 

Mediterranean Sea.

69 million liters – the amount of sewage dumped into the 

sea every day. It’s the equivalent size of 28 Olympic-sized swimming 

pools.

50,000 Palestinians have no access to running water

50,000 Palestinians have water a few hours per week

50,000 Palestinians have water for 4 to 6 hours every 2 to 3 days

Source: UN Economic and Social Council, May 2009, p. 13

5,700 – Rooftop water tanks destroyed by IDF

2,900 – Rooftop water tanks damaged by IDF

30-50% - Amount of water pipelines destroyed throughout Gaza

Source: UN Economic and Social Council, May 2009, p. 13

Unemployment – 44 percent, April 2009

Industries shut down – 96 %
Jobs lost – 70,000
Poverty – About 90%
Source: “Gaza: 1.5 Million People Trapped in Despair,” International Committee of the 

Red Cross, June 2009

“Most of the very poor have exhausted their coping mechanisms. Many 

have no savings left. They have sold private belongings such as jewelry 

and furniture and started to sell productive assets, including farm 

animals, land, fishing boats or cars used as taxis. They are unable to 

reduce spending any further. The declining living standards will affect 

the health and well-being of the population in the long-term. Those 

worst affected are likely to be the children, who make up more than  

half of Gaza’s population.”~ “Gaza,” p. 6

Fully 90 percent of Gazans today are dependent upon UN food aid 

because of unemployment and the siege but shipments of humanitarian 

supplies allowed into the Strip don’t begin to meet the desperate need. 

In May, 2009, there was an 80 percent decrease in the amount of aid 

trucks allowed into Gaza when compared to April 2007, according to 

the International Committee of the Red Cross. That’s 2,662 truckloads 

entering Gaza in May 2009 compared to 11,392 allowed in in April 2007.

According to the Goldstone Report, it appears Israel purposely targeted 

factories and industrial sites. In fact, Al Badr - the only flour mill still 

operating in Gaza, (the others had shut down due to lack of fuel and 

supplies caused by the siege) – was hit by a series of air strikes on Jan. 

9, 2009, actions the Goldstone commission found to have “no military 

justification.” (Goldstone Report, p. 7)

“The precise targeting of crucial machinery suggests the intention was 

to disable the factory in terms of its productive capacity … a violation 

of the grave breaches provision of the Fourth Geneva Convention . 

…Unlawful and wanton destruction which is not justified by a military 

necessity amounts to a war crime.” ~ Goldstone Report, p. 17

The Goldstone commission also said the IDF committed a war crime 

when they bulldozed the chicken coops belonging to Mr. Sameh 

Sawafeary in the Zeitoun neighborhood south of Gaza City, killing  

all 31,000 chickens inside. 

A war crime also was committed when Israel shelled the wall of a 

sewage lagoon of the Gaza Wastewater Treatment Plant, spilling more 

than 200,000 cubic meters (260,000 cubic yards) of raw sewage into 

adjacent farmland. Water wells and pumping stations on the site also 

were hit and destroyed. 

Bulldozed  53
Shelled/bombed  44

Exploded  5

Bulldozed  9
Shelled/bombed  98

Exploded  1
Occupied  1

INDUSTRIAL 
PREMISES 
DESTROYED

INDUSTRIAL 
PREMISES 
DAMAGED

Source: “Operation Cast Lead,” Al Haq, p. 11
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“In this precarious situation, the military operations destroyed a 

substantial part of the economic infrastructure. … As a result of the 

razing of farmland and destruction of greenhouses, food insecurity  

is expected to further worsen.” ~ Goldstone Report, p. 22

With borders closed, farmers can’t sell their produce in more lucrative 

markets outside Gaza. And within Gaza, the poverty level is so high, 

farmers fetch a fraction of the price for their goods – providing they 

can sell them in the first place. Farmers’ income is down by as much as 

50 percent, and the exports of strawberries, cherry tomatoes and cut 

flowers is at a standstill, according to the International Committee of  

the Red Cross.

 

FACTORIES DESTROYED/DAMAGED  
BY TYPE/NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 
See Operation Cast Lead, al Haq, p. 12 

The 211 factories affected were forced to lay off more than 

75 percent of their workforce, resulting in the loss of more than 

2,200 jobs, according to “Operation Cast Lead: A Statistical 

Analysis,” Al Haq, p. 11. A total of 703 stores were damaged or 

destroyed, resulting in the loss of an additional 765 jobs, according 

to “Cast Lead Offensive in Numbers,” by Al Mezan Centre for  

Human Rights, p. 29.

 

Income losses are estimated at $24 million per day, which accounts 

for 80 percent of the gross domestic product in the Gaza Strip, 

according to the UN Economic and Social Council, May 2009.

AGRICULTURE
More than 18,000 Gazans were severely impacted by Israel’s 

destruction of thousands of acres of farmland.

DIRECT LOSSES IN AG SECTOR

TYPE NUMBER
Greenhouses 89

Ground greenhouses 49
Water wells 862

Irrigation pool 210/34,968 cubic meters
Water pumps 219

Pesticide sprayer 302/number of orchards
368/number of sprayers

Gates 735/number of orchards
1,038/number of gates

Livestock 178/number of orchards
8,721/number of animals

Warehouse 205/number of orchards
10,405/number of warehouses

Birds 191/number of orchards
305,430/number of birds

Beehives 46/number of orchards
1,010/number of beehives

DAMAGE TO PLANTS, TREES  
AND VEGETABLES

TYPE NUMBER
Productive trees 396,599

Unproductive trees 51,699
Vegetables (area in dunam) 999,785

 

Source: “Operation Cast Lead,” Al Haq, pp. 14-15

TOTAL 
DESTROYED 
LAND by 
district

27.46%

60.03%

4.87%

.98%
6.

66
%

North Gaza

Gaza City	

Central Gaza	

Khan Younis	

Rafah	



THE GOLDSTONE 
REPORT
A monumental report, “Human Rights in Palestine and Other Occupied Arab Territories,” (the Goldstone 

Report) is the result of the United Nations-commissioned fact-finding mission that investigated the issues 

surrounding Israel’s brutal military offensive against the Gaza Strip in December 2008 and January 2009.  

It was released in September 2009 to much fanfare and criticism.
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The report may be one of the first that actually holds Israel 

accountable for the human rights abuses it perpetrates against the 

illegally occupied Palestinian people, stating Israel may be guilty  

of war crimes and crimes against humanity for the winter assault  

that left 1,409 Palestinians dead and more than 5,300 wounded.

The commission was lead by South African jurist Richard Goldstone, 

who served as the chief prosecutor of the United Nations International 

Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda in the 

late 1990s. The group looked at the situation in illegally occupied 

Palestine in general, at events in Gaza leading up to Operation Cast 

Lead and other factors. It determined the responsibilities of each 

party to the fighting – whether they were IDF troops or Palestinian 

resistance fighters – and viewed their actions within the scope of 

the international laws that govern warfare with the objective of the 

humanitarian protection of the civilian population.

The legal framework included general international law, the Charter of 

the United Nations, international humanitarian law, international human 

rights law and international criminal law.

The State of Israel refused to cooperate. 

After reviewing the actions of Operation Cast Lead, the 

commission found evidence Israel violated international law by:

•	 Willful killing

•	 Willfully causing great suffering to protected peoples

•	 Attacking government buildings, medical facilities, schools, and 

mosques

•	 Using white phosphorus

•	 Using flechettes

•	 Possibly used dense inert metal explosives (DIME)

•	 Using civilians as human shields
~ Goldstone Report, pp. 17-18.

The commission did not believe Israel was acting in self-defense when 

it launched Operation Cast Lead on Dec. 27, 2008, in part because of 

statements Israeli officials made publicly.

“Statements by Israeli leaders to the effect that the destruction of 

civilian objects would be justified as a response to rocket attacks 

(‘destroy 100 homes for every rocket fired’), indicate the possibility 

of resort to reprisals. The Mission is of the view that reprisals against 

civilians in armed hostilities are contrary to international humanitarian 

law.” ~ Goldstone Report, p. 22.

On more than one occasion, the commission finds Israel responsible  

for using disproportionate force against civilians, willfully and wantonly 

killed, maimed people, and destroyed property, all of which are in 

violation of several international laws. Furthermore, in at least one  

case, the Goldstone Report says it didn’t exclude an excuse Israel  

gave for firing a mortar shell into a family home, killing 11 people there, 

but it didn’t necessarily believe the reason that the attack was launched 

in response to an attack by an armed Palestinian group because of 

Israel’s track record for lying.

“… the Mission … considers the credibility of Israel’s position damaged 

by the series of inconsistencies, contradictions and factual inaccuracies 

in the statements justifying the attack.”  
~ Goldstone Report, p. 15.

“The Mission concluded that actions amounting to war crimes and 

possibly, in some respects, crimes against humanity, were committed by 

Israeli Defense Forces.” ~ Judge Goldstone was quoted as saying in al Jazeera.

More troubling, perhaps, is that Israeli military planners seemed to 

have been following a policy established in Israel’s 2006 attack against 

Lebanon called the Dahiya Doctrine that calls for the “application 

of disproportionate force and the causing of great damage and 

destruction to civilian property and infrastructure, and suffering to 

civilian populations,” according to the Goldstone Report.

“The lives of Palestinians, let’s say, is something very, very less important 

than the lives of our soldiers.” ~ Israeli infantry squad 

leader, as quoted in a March 20 Haaretz article.

The UN Human Rights Council approved the Goldstone Report  

in October 2009. It is to go before the UN Security Council at some 

point, where the United States is expected to veto any motion to move 

the issue to the International Criminal Court, according to experts.

The report recommends that both Israel and Palestinian armed groups 

launch investigations into its findings. Gazan authorities indicated they 

will comply. Israel refuses to do so and has gone to great lengths to 

discredit Judge Goldstone and the report.

“I would suggest that time has come for Israel to look at the 

allegations not only of the killing and injuring of so many civilians  

but also the collective punishment meted out to the people of Gaza  

by the substantial destruction of the infrastructure, and particularly 

the food infrastructure of Gaza. The debate should continue, not 

attempt to be silenced.” ~ Justice Richard Goldstone, Haaretz, Nov. 11, 200



conclusion
 

Ten months after the end of Operation Cast Lead, the siege of  

Gaza still had the Strip in a tight stranglehold. Humanitarian items 

from much needed emergency vehicles, construction supplies to 

school books, paper and pencils, were still restricted. Twenty-five 

thousand children were still homeless, and at least 100,000 people 

still did not have consistent access to clean drinking water.

Despite a donors’ conference held at Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt, in 

March 2009, in which 75 countries and 15 international organizations 

pledged nearly $4.5 billion for reconstruction, very little money has 

been delivered to authorities in Gaza because of the siege. The 

money continues to sit in a fund because Israel continues to block 

the disbursement of funds into Gaza.

According to international law and the Permanent Court of 

International Justice, the violating state is responsible for:

•	 Reconstruction

•	 Reparations in the form of restitution compensation

•	 Rehabilitation of victims

•	 Guarantee such an action will not happen again

With the siege still in place and with Israel’s rejection of the 

Goldstone Report’s findings and its recommendations that Israel 

conduct an investigation into the actions of its military, there is  

little hope such restitution will come.

Even if Israel lifted the siege in the near future, the threat of 

collective punishment is all too real. Israel’s illegal occupation of 

Palestine has deprived Palestinians of their basic human rights  

for decades. It is the occupation that is at the root and heart of  

the intractable conflict between Israel and Palestine. 

“The Mission is conscious that rebuilding Palestinian lives and 

livelihoods will not be fully possible until the effects of the 

occupation, the blockade and successive military incursions are 

eliminated,” the Goldstone Report states. “… the harsh and unlawful 

practices of occupation, far from quelling resistance, breed it, 

including its violent manifestations. Ending the occupation is a 

prerequisite for the return of a dignified life for Palestinians, as  

well as development and a peaceful solution to the conflict.”

The people of Palestine – of Gaza – are still 
standing tall, refusing to break under Israel’s 
relentless cruelty. 

Perhaps one Gazan teacher quoted in the Goldstone Report,  

who has resumed teaching her students about human rights  

despite the irony that theirs have been so ruthlessly violated, 

summed it up best when she said: “This is a war of values and  

we are not going to lose it.”
 p. 31 



Update on the blockade on Gaza as of December 31, 2010
In the two years since the cessation of Operation Cast Lead on Jan. 18, 2009, Israeli occupation forces have killed more than 100 Palestinians in 

Gaza and wounded hundreds more. The United Nations and NGOs, such as the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, report weekly incursions, 

gunfire, air assaults and other harassment of Jewish forces against the besieged 1.6 million people of Gaza.

Conditions in Gaza continue to steadily decline, despite Israel’s assurances to “ease” the blockade in the face of the global outcry resulting from 

Israel’s murder of nine, unarmed humanitarian activists on the Mavi Marmara in international waters on May 31, 2010.

The Stats:
‘EASING’ MEASURES ANNOUNCED JUNE 20, 2010 THE REALITY

Will publish a ‘negative’ list of items NOT allowed in Gaza; All other items will 

be allowed
· Consumer food stuffs increased from 20% to 35% of pre-blockade levels

· Many items absent from the list still were banned entry or required special approval, 

which was not granted

· Raw materials still banned in most cases

Allow the entry of construction materials for international projects · Inflow of construction products still at 11% or pre-blockade levels

· Complex approval and monitoring system increases costs

· Only 7% (25 projects) of UNRWA projects have been approved

· Most building materials for these 25 projects not received

· Expand crossing capability at Kerem Shalom crossing to 250 trucks per day

· Open additional crossings

· On average, 183 trucks cross at Kerem Shalom daily

· Karni crossing remains closed except for conveyer belt

· Conveyer belt processing only 137 truckloads, down from 158 prior to ‘easing’

· Conveyer belt processing only 38 % of what was promised

· Erez crossing allowed for restricted pedestrians

· Sufa and Nahal Oz crossings remained closed

Streamline permits for humanitarian and medical reasons and for aid workers · Entry and exit ban still in place

· Exits below 1% or 2000 levels

· Fewer permits approved for UN local humanitarian staff than before ‘easing’

· Permit policy for medical patients and aid workers still arbitrary

Also:
Ban on exports continue. Except for few strawberries, NOT ONE TRUCK OF EXPORTS has left Gaza since the ‘easing’ was announced in June 

2010 through Nov. 30, 2010. In fact, since the total blockade was enacted in 2007, a total of only 224 truckloads of exports (excluding strawberries) 

have been allowed out of Gaza.

Fuel imports remain restricted. 

Fuel for power plant remains at 68 percent of capacity

Cooking fuel remains at 53 percent of needs

Almost no diesel or gasoline has been allowed in.

Restrictions remain in place on 35 percent of farmland, which lies in the ‘buffer zone’ adjacent to the Apartheid Wall, and 85 percent of maritime 

waters needed for fishing.

Israeli soldiers have killed 6 Palestinians – including 2 children – and wounded 57 – including 10 children – who entered the buffer zone to tend to 

crops, between the ‘easing’ announcement on June 10, 2010 and Nov. 30, 2010.

Key humanitarian indicators remain bleak.
·	61 percent of Gazans do not have enough food to meet their needs

·	The adjusted unemployment rate in Gaza stands at 43 percent, although it reaches 49 percent in the refugee camps.*

· Power outages last 4 to 6 hours every day, and sometimes last longer

·	60 percent of Gazans receive running water once every 4 or 5 days for about 6 hours.

·	90 percent of water is contaminated and not suitable for drinking because water treatment plants destroyed in Operation Cast Lead can’t be 

repaired because of the siege.

·	78 percent of homes destroyed in Operation Cast Lead have not been repaired because building supplies are banned.

*	The unemployment rate for those unemployed and seeking work is 39 percent. When the unemployed who have discontinued looking for work 

are factored in, the rate is adjusted to 43 percent, according to UNISPAL.

Sources: Palestinian Centre for Human Rights; the multi-organization report “Dashed Hopes: Continuation of the Gaza Blockade,” Nov. 30, 2010; United Nations Information 

System on the Question of Palestine (UNISPAL); UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)



silence for gaza
Gaza has no throat.

Its pores are the ones that speak in sweat, blood, 
and fires.

Hence the enemy hates it to death and fears it to 
criminality, and tries to sink it into the sea … And 
hence its relatives and friends love it with a coyness 
that amounts to jealousy and fear at times, because 
Gaza is the brutal lesson … and the shining example 
for enemies and friends alike.

Gaza is not the most beautiful city.

Its shore is not bluer than the shores of Arab cities.

Its oranges are not the most beautiful in the 
Mediterranean basin.

Gaza is not the richest city.

It is not the most elegant or the biggest, but it equals 
the history of an entire homeland, because it is more 
ugly, impoverished, miserable, and vicious in the eyes 
of enemies.

Because it is the most capable, among us, of 
disturbing the enemy’s mood and his comfort. 
Because it is his nightmare. 

Because it is mined with oranges; children without 
a childhood; old men without old age; and women 
without desires. 

Because of all this it is the most beautiful, the purest 
and richest among us and the one most worthy  
of love. 

~ Mahmoud Darwish	
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